144    THE SURRENDER TO PALMERSTON   [CHAP.VII

out of the H. of C. and therefore have no consti-
tuency to back your claims, you must rest on [your]
general position in the country. In order to gain that
you must earn an administrative reputation. I am
sure you will do this as soon as you get the chance,
but I agree with you that it will not do to let the chance
slip any longer. With four distinct parties squabbling
for office, I dare say holding off would have ended in
no place at all rather than in a better place, so that I
think you have done the best thing for yourself in
pocketing this, poor though it be, and as regards the
public question, it is plain enough that the duty is to
rally round the Gov\ . . .

Considering the part you, and Herbert too, have
taken in the War Reform, I think the public will expect
a good deal from you. ...

Yours ever aff., W. E. FORSTER.

There can be no question that Ripon acted wisely.
It was perhaps a little galling to have to surrender to
the " mountebank " on his own terms, but the new
Government proved to be the beginning of a long
and decisive epoch in the reconstruction of English
Liberalism, with which the whole of Ripon's subsequent
career was identified, and it would probably have been
much less easy for his political advancement had he
not participated in its splendid evolution from the start.